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MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: March 10, 2020 
To: City Council Finance Subcommittee Members 
From: Dr. Robert Tremblay, Superintendent 
Re: Joint Finance Subcommittee Meeting  
 
 
Dear City Council Finance Subcommittee Members: 
 
In advance of our joint meeting, we wanted to provide additional information and context for our 
presentation and discussion.  
 
This is the second time the City Council and School Committee Finance Subcommittees are meeting 
at this stage of the annual budget process. In our view, this session is intended to provide an 
overview on the Framingham Public Schools budget development process, impact of the new 
Student Opportunity Act (SOA) legislation and Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education (DESE) requirements and guidance on how much to spend and on what initiatives, and 
to preview where we are now with our budget development process so you have early insight when 
the budget eventually comes before you in May.  
 
It is important to note that the slides to be presented are draft and continuously evolving. It was also 
initially built solely by using new Chapter 70 funding without any additional local contribution. 
Based on the feedback received at last week’s School Committee meeting as well as public feedback 
at the SOA session, we are considering many options to propose investments in initiatives to deepen 
current initiatives and support those students most in need of extra support which would require 
some local contribution in addition to the increased Chapter 70/SOA allocation. Over the last 7 
years, the average annual  local contribution has been $2.7 million, reflecting the need to properly 
support the majority of students in the district who are outside the Chapter 70 target profile. These 
slides have since been updated to reflect the overwhelming feedback that the last iteration did not 
fully use SOA funding intended for specific purposes.  
 



If you have time to watch last week’s School Committee conversations on the budget view Lincoln’s 
presentation at 53:55, and member dialogues and Q and A from 1:34-2:57.  
http://207.172.210.8:5002/CablecastPublicSite/show/1934?channel=1 
 
Our deadline to submit a proposal to the School Committee and public for the annual budget 
hearing is this Friday. So our session this week is well timed. We are looking forward to the 
conversation.  
 
Attached again for reference are the slides submitted last week and used for the School Committee, 
as well as a spreadsheet of annual local share and Chapter 70 allocations.  
 
We look forward to meeting with you and engaging in this important discussion. 


